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This Earl of Northumberland was Algernon Percy, the tenth Earl,
a very moderate Parliamentarian; he had held chief command in the
Navy and a very high command in the Army under Charles; in 1642 he
took the popular side, but he was always in favour of settlement by
negotiation, and in the House of Lords he headed the opposition to the
trial of the King. He was already custodian of James's sister and
brother, Elizabeth and Henry, and James was taken to join them at
St. James's Palace. The three children (James says) received from
Northumberland the treatment they would have expected if the King
himself had confided them to his care; in a letter of intelligence of the
time we read:

The Earl of Northumberland hath presented His Highness with
a very rich French embroidered coach and six excellent coach
horses, wherewith His Highness and the rest of the King's children
here have appeared en princes like themselves in Hyde Park.

One incident only seems to have marred the good relations of James and
his custodian: a letter written in January 1648 relates:

The imprisonment of the King had been concealed from the
Duke of York. But two or three days since, one of his attendants,
a servant of the Earl of Northumberland, told him of it: to which
he replied, "How durst any rogues to use his father after that
manner". The man told him he would inform his Lord what had
been said; whereupon the Duke took a long bow then in the place,
to have shot him, had not another behind him held his hand. For
this, it is reported, the Earl of Northumberland will have the Duke
whipped; but whether it has yet been done I know not.

Shortly after James's removal to London the King at Newcastle heard
of a proposal to induce him to abdicate in favour of his second son; no
doubt the Parliamentary leaders, having James in their power at a
tender age, hoped to be able to mould him into a king to their liking.

On June 2, 1647, Cornet Joyce, acting for the Army against the
Parliament, seized the King at Holmby House and conducted him to
Newmarket. Later in the month he was taken to Hampton Court, and
James was sent under escort to Maidenhead to meet him on his journey.
From that time until Charles's escape to Carisbrooke in the following
November father and son had several interviews at Hampton Court;
Northumberland was very accommodating in this respect, and he even
planned to move the children to his own house, Sion House, so that they
should be nearer their father, but this the authorities would not permit.
These interviews were overshadowed in the King's mind by the thought